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Medication Safety Reference Chart

UNACCEPTABLE MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS

	Do Not Use These Dangerous Abbreviations or Dose Designations

	Dangerous Abbreviation/Dose Expression
	Misinterpretation
	Recommendation

	U (unit)
	Mistaken for “0”(zero), the number “4”(four) or “cc”
	Write out “unit”

	IU (International Unit)
	Mistaken for IV (intravenous) or the number 10 (ten)
	Write out “International Unit”

	Q.D., QD, q.d.,qd (daily)

Q.O.D., QOD, q.o.d., qod

(every other day)
	Mistaken for each other

Period after the Q mistaken for “I” and the “O” mistaken for I
	Write out “daily”

Write out “every other day”

	Trailing zero (X.0 mg)
	Decimal point is missed
	Write X mg  

(never write a zero by itself after a decimal point)

	Lack of leading zero (.Xmg)
	Decimal point is missed
	Write 0.Xmg  

(Always use a zero before a decimal point)

	MS

MSO4  and MgSO4
	Can mean morphine sulfate or magnesium sulfate

Confused for one another
	Write out “morphine sulfate”

Write out “magnesium sulfate”


Requirements for Medication Orders

1. All medication orders must be free of unacceptable abbreviations.

2. All medication orders must be specific as to the drug, dosage, route and frequency of administration.

3. All prn medication orders must specify the medical condition or circumstance for which the medication is to be administered (e.g., pain, nausea, sleep, etc.).

4. All medication orders for pain must include a specific dose (not a range)and frequency (not a range) for a quantifiable level of pain (e.g., mild, moderate, severe, etc.).

	EXAMPLES OF MEDICATION ORDERS

	Acceptable
	Non Acceptable

	Diovan 80 mg po daily
	Diovan 80 mg po qd.

	Vicodin 1 tablet po q4h prn moderate pain
	Vicodin 1 tablet po q4-6h prn pain  (need pain type)

	Tylenol 325 mg 2 tablets po q6h prn mild pain
	Tylenol 325 mg 1-2 tablets q6h prn mild pain

	Lomotil 2 tablets po q6h prn diarrhea
	Lomotil 2 tablets po q6h prn       (need reason for prn)

	Ambien 5 mg po qhs prn insomnia
	Ambien 5 mg po qhs prn            (need reason for prn)

	Coumadin 1mg po daily
	Coumadin 1.0mg po daily

	Haldol 0.5mg po tid prn agitation
	Haldol .5mg po tid prn agitation

	NPH insulin 5 units SQ qam
	NPH insulin 5 u SQ qam
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